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To support your learning...

All participants have been muted

Please type questions or comments into Chat 

We will monitor the CHAT and answer questions throughout 
the training

This session is being recorded to share on the Virtual Lab 
School site

We encourage you to participate in the polls throughout the 
training

Share your feedback after the training!

If we disconnect – please log back in



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Examine research-based practices that support literacy 
development in early childhood and school-age programs.

• Discuss how to create environments and experiences that 
promote the development of early literacy skills.

• Review strategies and tools to partner with families on 
supporting literacy development.

• Identify VLS resources that support language and literacy rich 
environments and interactions.



U.S. Literacy Statistics

1 in 5 adults in the U.S. struggle to 
complete literacy tasks that require 
comparing and contrasting information, 
paraphrasing, or making low-level 
inferences. National Center for Education Statistics (2023)



What do kindergartners know?



Continuum of Reading Development

Ohio Department of Education, 2019



The Matthew Effect

This early 
foundation 
matters 
later on

Stanovich, 1986



Emergent 
Literacy Building 
Blocks

• Oral Language: children's ability 
to understand and use language 
to communicate.

• Print Knowledge: recognizing 
letter names, words, and 
concepts of print.

• Phonological Awareness: ability 
to identify and manipulate 
sounds and that sounds are 
combined to make up words.

• Vocabulary: knowing words and 
word meanings.



SHARE OUT- CHAT

What is your earliest memory of engaging with 
literacy?



Strands Woven 
Into Skilled 
Reading

Scarborough, H. S. 
(2001)



Today's 
Focus

Language Development

• Background knowledge

• Vocabulary

• Verbal Reasoning

Literacy Knowledge and Skills

• Phonological awareness

• Alphabet knowledge

• Print Concepts

Early Writing

• Levels of development

• Scaffolding strategies



Language & Communication 
Development

"Of all the life skills available to us, 
communication is perhaps the most 

empowering." - Brett Morrison



Supporting 
Infants' and Toddlers' 
Communication

• Mimicking

• Narrating

• Using a wide variety of 
words & phrases

• Singing and rhyming

• Gestures and signs

• Introducing objects that 
spark interest



SHARE OUT- Poll

What does language and literacy support look like 
in your program's classrooms?



Using the VLS to Support 
Language Development 

IT, Communication & Language Development, Lesson 2
PS, Communication & Language Development, Lesson 4



Interactions that Support Language 
Development

(Zucker & Cabell, 2023)



Literacy 
Knowledge & 
Skills

Phonological Awareness: the ability to 
hear and manipulate sounds in oral 
language

Alphabet Knowledge: knowledge of 
individual letter names, sounds, and 
shapes

Print Concepts: the understanding 
that print carries meaning, that books 
contain letters and words



Development 
of Phonological 

Awareness

• Blending sounds into words

• Segmenting words into sounds

• Deleting & manipulating sounds into words

Phonemic 
Awareness

• Blending

• Segmenting

Onsets & 
Rimes

• Segmenting

• Blending
Syllables

Sentence Segmentation

Rhyming & Alliteration



Literacy-Rich 
Curriculum

• Shared reading

• Interactive activities

• Routines
o Games, songs, and 

procedures that incorporate 
letters and sounds



Interactions that 
Develop Literacy 
Knowledge and Skills

- Print referencing
- Dialogic reading
- Activities that promote 

phonological awareness



Dialogic Reading 
Prompts (CROWD)

• Completion prompts

• Recall prompts

• Open-ended prompts

• Wh-prompts

• Distancing prompts

(Whitehurst & Lonigan, 1998)

(Schertle & McElmurry, The Little Blue Truck)



Thinking about the Environment & Materials

• Labels including pictures and text in 
English and families' home languages

• Books are within children's reach and 
visual aids/charts are at children's 
eye level

• Age-appropriate and adaptive 
materials are available

• Variety of spaces and ways to engage 
with books

• Limited background noise & clutter

• Routines, transitions, and schedules 
are supported by visual cues



Using the VLS to Create Literacy-Rich Environments

SA, Communication & Language Development, Lesson 4
PS, Communication & Language Development, Lesson 2

PS, Learning Environments, Lesson 4



Early Writing



NAEYC 
Emergent 
Writing

(Byington & Kim, 2017)



Rising Star Scaffolding Decision Guide

(Copp et al., 2022)



(Copp et al., 2022; Grady, 2023)

Image from Grady (2023) article in 
Teaching Young Children; NAEYC 

Professional 
knows child is 

~2

Low “RISE” 
support – 
“Tell me 

about 
what you 

wrote”

“That’s my 
name” 

“That’s Daddy’s 
name!”

Offers high 
“STAR” support 
– “You know the 

names of so 
many people in 
your family! Can 
I add my writing 
next to yours? – 
You said, “That’s 

Sammy!... “  



(Copp et al., 2022; Gentry 1982; McDonald, 2012)

Image from Gentry, 1982;
McDonald, 2012

“Cause I’m 
playing soccer” 
– child points to 
letters as they 

share

Offers low “RISE” support – 
“You knew the first letter for 
every word in your sentence! 
Remember to think about the 

sounds that you hear in a 
word and the letters that 

make those sounds.” When 
sounds do you hear in the 

word play?”
Professional 

knows child is 
~5

Low “RISE” 
support – “I 

see you wrote 
the letters 

IMPSCR – why 
did you write 
these letters”



Scaffolding 
Strategies

(Copp et al., 2022)

Adult does more 
thinking

Child does more 
thinking



Using the 
VLS to 

Support 
Young 

Writers

FCC, Communication & Language Development, Lesson 3
PS, Communication & Language Development, Lesson 4
IT, Communication & Language Development, Lesson 4



SHARE OUT- POLL

What are your program's biggest strengths 
in supporting literacy development?



Partnerships for Learning: 
Families



VLS Tools for Partnering 
with Families

PS, Communication & Language Development, Lesson 3



VLS Tools to Partner with Staff

Communication & Language Development,  Competency Reflection 

FT, Using the VLS: Coaching to Enhance 
Practice, Lesson 5



Additional
VLS 

Supports

If you are interested in learning more about 
ways the Virtual Lab School supports language 

and literacy development, we encourage 
you review these VLS courses more deeply:

Lessons & activities referenced in today's session:

❑ Infant & Toddler, Communication & Language 
Development, Lessons 2 & 4

❑ Preschool, Communication & Language 
Development, Lessons 2, 3 & 4

❑ Preschool, Learning Environments, Lesson 4

❑ School-Age, Communication & Language Development, 
Lesson 4

❑ Family Child Care, Communication & Language 
Development, Lesson 3

❑ Focused Topic, Using the VLS: Coaching to Enhance 
Practice, Lesson 5

Additional courses for review:

❑ TCS, Communication & Language Development

❑ Management, Communication & Language Development

❑ Focused Topic, Supporting Language Diversity: Direct Care

❑ Focused Topic, Supporting Language Diversity: Coaching
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SHARE OUT: CHAT

What has been your biggest 
takeaway from today’s session?



Conclusion

Thank you again for joining us today!

Any questions?

Please complete the QUICK feedback survey-

What future training topics would be helpful?

https://www.virtuallabschool.org/

support@virtuallabschool.org
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