
             
School-Age  |  Cognitive Development  |  Lesson 1 |  Apply 

 
This document was prepared by The Ohio State University for the Department of Defense's Office of Family Policy/Children and Youth and 
the US Department of Agriculture's National Institute of Food & Agriculture.  © 2017  The Ohio State University.  All rights reserved.  Terms 
of use for this document are located at http://virtuallabschool.org/legal.  

1 
 

Myth or Fact: Answer Sheet 
 

1. Learning to read is a natural process. Myth or Fact? 

 
2. Learning to read is closely tied to learning to talk and listen.  Myth or Fact? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. If you can’t spell, you can’t write. Myth or Fact? 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Answer: Myth.  Learning to read is one of the most unnatural things that 
humans can do. Learning to read is not like learning to speak.  Learning to 
understand speech is a natural process and even children that do not grow up in 
a language rich environment will find a way to create a language of their own. 
However, learning to read is something that requires instruction (Pressley, 2005).   
 

Answer: Myth.  The truth is good writers write down all of their thoughts and 
ideas first as they plan for writing. After they’ve laid out their ideas and written a 
first draft, then they can begin working on revising. Once they are happy with 
what they have written down they can then start to edit, focusing on spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, and word usage (NCTE, “10 Myths about Learning to 
Write).  
 

Answer: Fact.  Learning to talk and listen is very related to learning to read.  
When families, teachers, and caregivers talk and listen to children they help them 
develop knowledge of vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structures. For 
example, when a child points to a cookie and says “cook” a caregiver can expand 
that child’s vocabulary by responding, “Do you want a cookie?” The child learns 
that cookie rather than cook refers to the object she or he wanted. When 
children are exposed to rhymes and word games they learn to recognize the 
different sounds in words (phonemic awareness) (NELP, 2008).   
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4. You have to know what you are going to say before you begin writing. Myth or 
Fact? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. Kids hate to write. Myth or Fact? 

 

 
6. I wasn’t good at math, so I can’t help children learn it. Myth or Fact? 
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Answer: Myth.  Not necessarily. Sometimes writing down your thoughts actually 
helps you figure out what it is you want to write about. This is why planning is a 
key step in the writing process. As you write out your ideas in an outline form, 
you begin to think deeply about what you want to say (NCTE, “10 Myths about 
Learning to Write).  
 

Answer: Myth. This is far from the truth. It is true that some children come to 
hate writing because they’ve had bad experiences in school. However, all 
children have the potential to love writing. Kids in general love to tell or make up 
stories, create songs, and / or poems (NCTE, “10 Myths about Learning to Write). 
 

Answer: Myth. It is never too late to learn, and you can be a role model for 
children.  
 

http://virtuallabschool.org/legal

