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Thinking about the Curriculum Cycle 
 

Read these scenarios. Describe the child’s strengths and needs. Then describe how you might 
use that information to support the child’s learning. 

 

Brittany is a lively 7 year old girl. She has cerebral palsy and uses a wheelchair. Her speech is 
hard to understand, but she is always smiling and laughing. She loves being around other 
children and wants to do everything her friends do. Sometimes this is difficult because she has a 
hard time grasping objects with her hands, and she needs help moving her wheelchair. She gets 
frustrated and cries when she has a hard time physically keeping up with the other children. 

Observation of Strengths Observation of Needs 
Learning Experiences or 

Supports  
I Might Plan for This Child 
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Jamal has Asperger Syndrome. He is quiet and studious. He instantly goes to the homework table 
when he arrives at your program. He sits quietly and does homework until his parents pick him 
up. If he finishes early, he finds a book to read and sits on the couch. He seems nervous around 
other children and prefers talking to the staff member at the homework table. 

Observation of Strengths Observation of Needs 
Learning Experiences or 

Supports      I Might Plan for 
This Child 
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